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Coordinator’s Column
By Brooks Green

The National =~ Geographic  Education
Foundation (NGEF) is currently our sole source of
funding. In the grant proposal that is written to obtain
those funds, it is necessary for the Alliance to detail
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Organizational Capacity, 2) Professional Development,
3) Instructional Materials, 4) Public Policy, and 5)
Public Engagement.

For the coming funding year, the Alliance has
identified 3¢p GRSt ADBSNI of Saé
categories. Some of the them are: recruit Teacher
Consultants from those who participate in the 2009
Ozark Mountain Institute; conduct a 10-day Ozark
Institute with the Missouri Geographic Alliance;
contribute to a workshop sponsored by the Louisiana
and Texas Alliances; conduct workshops for pre-
service university students; conduct workshops for
existing Teacher consultants; produce a 60-lesson plan
booklet generated from the Ozark Institute;
participate in Hill Day (this is a lobbying effort in
Washington, DC); conduct Geography Action activities
to promote Geography Awareness Week; conduct a
state-wide MyWonderfulWorld campaign; and assist
with the State Geographic Bee.
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Alliance has a busy year ahead of it. The Alliance
Executive Board and subcommittees of the Board of
TC Advisers will play leading roles in ensuring that the
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geography education in Arkansas. They provide
professional growth experiences for teachers who
then transmit their knowledge to students. As
students become more geographically literate, the
more likely they will be successful in their participation
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provide instructional material to teachers to help
facilitate their instructional efforts. And, the
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a subject vital to the future of our country.

Members of the Arkansas Geographic Alliance
look forward to an exceptional year of promoting,
teaching, and expanding geography in Arkansas. We
invite you to join our state-wide effort.

Allender’s Geography
By Jeff Allender
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World; How to Grow Roses North
of the Arctic Circle; and Two
Important Geo-Facts My
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My geography students see
Europe today as a rather
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economy and certainly not much
of a global military power. When
we discuss the impact European
nations have had on the world,
they often view it as historically
important, (they all have to take
world history courses) but of little
influence today, (China, Japan,
the Middle East, and other
economically ascending nations
dominate the news today, not
Europe). My intent is to have the
students realize that what a small
group of people did over the last
five centuries has profoundly
changed the world and still
influences us today.

| start with what they already
know; that from the 1500s on,
Europeans increasingly explored,
conquered, and ruled. Ask them
why, and the answer is usually
G6S0OFdzasS 2F a
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love to talk cannons, weapons,
and such). While this is one
factor, we need to help our
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complete explanation is
necessary, and may contain
numerous, interrelated factors

that contribute to the answer.
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most backward and ignorant
places on Earth eight hundred
years ago to dominating much of
it five hundred years later is an
excellent  case study to
demonstrate the importance of
answering big questions with the
interconnectedness of geography.
Continued orast paae
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Cindy DeRosa (left) and Laurie Gagne ¢ traveling and NCGE buddies!

The National Council for
«# Geographic Education

The 2009 NCGE conference is in San Juan, Puerto Rico,
on September 24 i 27. The Arkansas Geographic Alliance

will provide a stipend to enable pre-service social studies
student to attend this conference. This will be a
competitive stipend for a student who has not attended an
NCGE conference. The Alliance will also fund a teacher
who also has not attended NCGE to travel with the
student. Competition will be announced in early 2009.

AGA Fall Conference

The Fall Conference of the Arkansas Geographic Alliance was held Saturday, November 8, 2009 at the Brewer-
Hegeman Conference Center on the campus of the University of Central Arkansas. About forty people attended. The
agenda included the following: Sheri Bickel presented information regarding Geography Awareness Week and
Geography Action; Julie Hill, Dora Bradley, and LeAnn Sears outlined plans for the state-wide MyWonderfulWorld.org
campaign; Paul Gray (Arkansas Teacher of the Year and Distinguished Grosvenor Fellow) provided a summary of his
activities and future plans; Karen Davis, who spent two weeks in Washington, DC being trained to teach and develop a
7™ grade geography curriculum, shared her experiences and presented her plans for implementing the curriculum in the
future; Dr. Nancy P. Gallavan, Associate Professor at UCA, was the luncheon speaker; and Dora Bradley provided
instruction regarding the Social Studies Frameworks, reviewed a curriculum guide, and gave everyone copies of lesson
plans and teaching ideas. At the end of the conference, Drs. Jeff Allender and Brooks Green gave atlases and books as
door prizes, and Sheri Bickel gave away a t-shirt.

Attendees were also provided information about future events such as an Ozark Institute and the possibility of
participating in a Fulbright-Hays Short-term Seminar in Russia.

We hope that the Fall Conference will become an annual event. This conference was well attended, but with
over 700 persons on the AGA Listserv, to whom the conference information was sent, we should have a much a larger
attendance. We will shoot for 80 next year. If you have ideas regarding future conference topics, please contact an
Alliance leader.
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Fall Conference Photos
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Geography Mini Lesson

TITLE: LIFE ON THE MISSISSIPPI PAST AND PRESENT
AUTHOR: Tim Mercer; St. Gerard, LA
GRADE LEVEL/SUBJECT: 3 (adaptable to others)

OVERVIEW: With the Mississippi River nearby, students will learn and appreciate the river for its past and present contributions.
The area immediately adjacent to the river is dependent upon this mighty river for its very existence.

OBJECTIVE(s): To familiarize students with the importance of the river with its transportation, drinking water, food, commercial
purposes, and travel.

RESOURCES/MATERIALS: maps of the world, maps of North America, maps of the United States, globes, compass, drawing paper,
colored pencils, rulers, the history of De Soto, the history of the Louisiana Purchase, dictionaries, class encyclopedia, diagrams and
pictures of ships found on the river, Life on the Mississipply Mark Twain, Huckleberry Finrsongs and words of Old Man Riverope,
pictures of floodplains, spillways, locks, ports, and levees, addresses of the Department of Tourism and Commerce of Minnesota,
Wisconsin, lowa, Missouri, Kentucky, Tennessee, Arkansas, Mississippi, Louisiana

ACTIVITIES AND PROCEDURES:

Given a map the students will label the Mississippi River and the states that border it.

Given a map students match the names of the states with their capitals.

Students write a letter to the states that border the River (Department of Tourism and Commerce) asking for information.
Students compile all the information obtained into a class book.

Given a map of North America students locate the river.

Given a map of the United States students locate the river.

Given a globe students locate the river.

Given a world map, students locate and label North America by its shape.

Given a world map, students locate and label the United States by its shape.
Using a compass, students label North, South, East, and West in the room.

Using a map and its key, students locate North, South, East, and West.

Students create a map of the United States with its main water bodies and rivers.
Given the other rivers of the world length, students compare their distance to the Mississippi River.

Given the name and history of Hernando De Soto, students identify him as the discoverer of the Mississippi River.

Given the history of the Louisiana Purchase, students identify that $27 million dollars as the purchase price of the river and the land
surrounding it that later became known as the Louisiana Territory.

Given a dictionary, students identify the difference between a land mile and a nautical mile.

Given a map, students measure the distance in nautical miles from one point on the river to another.

Given the definition of "knots", students become familiar with the term "knot" and its relation to "nautical mile."

Given the facts, students learn the terms - mark twain, crest, Corp of Engineers, and sea level.

Given diagrams of the following ships, students become familiar and identify the following river related ships - steamboat, tugboat,
tanker, barge, freighter, and paddlewheeler.

Given pictures and definitions, students label floodplains, spillways, Gulf of Mexico, locks, ports, and levee on a map.

Using a rope marking fathoms (6ft.) measure the depth of the room, 1% floor to the ground, 2nd floor to the ground, and the 3rd
floor to the ground.

Given the song "Old Man River", students become familiar and identify the words.

Read the book, "Life on the Mississippi” by Mark Twain as a class project.

TYING IT ALL TOGETHER: The class will take a field trip to the Mississippi River. If that is not possible, visit the Port of Little Rock and
the Arkansas Queen in North Little Rock. Students will view the river traffic and identify features along the river that are associated
with the river.
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GeoFact #1Even though EuroLJS Yl & y2G & LILJISENE GKIFG 6A3 2N AYL)
immense. What language are we communication in? US law is basically 90% English Common Law. The world, for right or
wrong, has bought into the European economicsystem. 9 @Sy AT @2 dzNJ aGdzRSy G Qa | NBy Qi
and raised in the US they probably exhibit more European culture traits and traditions than any other group. Plus, put all the
European Countries together and they have a larger population than the US and are the largest economy on Earth!

| start with location and the physical environment. Using a population map of the world, students immediately see
the big two Asian clusters being at much lower latitudes than the European. | have students compare the latitudes of
Northern European cities with similar cities in North America, and compare population densities with equal latitudes in these
NBIAzya FyR (KSeqQft aSS (KS RAFTFSNBYyOS D e eduatlatitudrfities findz
some pictures, and even discuss what their annual festivals are. Bergen, Norway, has a lovely daffodil festival each spring and
is a very green area, while more southerly Churchill, Canada, on Hudson Bay, is famous for its annual Polar Bear Migration and
is bleak, mostly frozen, and looks like the arctic.

This leads to the importance of understanding how to transport heat/energy from the equator to the higher latitudes
of Europe. Using physical geography, we can discuss thS b2 NI K ! GfFyiA0O S5NAFG | yR
temperate climate. Discussing how much more efficient water is than air at retaining heat and slowly releasing it helps
students to understand how sun shining on the ocean off the Bahamas can warm up the British Isles years later. It also
becomes important in explaining why a maritime location generally produces a more moderate, stable climate. If (hopefully!)
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Humboldt Current off of Western South America is a good example.
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every day parts of Earth get way too much energy from the sun and other parts never get enough energy. To allow life to
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is all about, moving tropical heat into high-latitude cold areas. But ocean currents do the same thing, and are actually much
more efficient and important at distributing heat than air is.

If a student asks what would happen to Europe if the North Atlantic Drift stopped, the example of Europe during the
last ice age could start a whole ancillary line of discovery. Early human migration maps show that while our ancestors
migrated north out of Africa perhaps 80,000 years ago, and moved rapidly eastward all the way to Asia in just a few thousand
yeard Y (G KS@ RARY QO 3ISH OSNE FI NJ A yhilehickdcdzNdetlid$ronFoybdld might infiieyica
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There are also current articleson 1 KS O2y OSNY (KI G GKAa aO2y@SeSNJ 6Sf
change, plunging Europe quite rapidly into another ice age. Once the ocean current releases its heat off the coast of Europe,
it becomes heavier, sinks to the bottom of the ocean, and flows back towards the equator, to rise up, regain heat energy, and
continue the loop. Warm the higher latitudes just a few degrees and all that fresh water tied up in glaciers and the Greenland
ice cap melt, it is lighter than the salt water and floats on top, preventing it from releasing the heat, and it could shut the
whole process down.
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been buried under ice or a scorching desert in the past. More importantly, the climates of the Earth today will most certainly
change, and our civilizations are based upon stability, not change.

So for my classes, the first step in helping students understand how a relatively small collection of islands and
peninsulas that should be half frozen could become a ruling power in the world, is understanding how it has a warmer,
moister, and less extreme climate than would be expected for its high latitude. This sets up the first step in their progression:
AT @2dzQNB 3JF2Ay3 G2 G1F1S 20SNI GKS g2NI R GKS FANRG 0ak
man those ships and armies to send out. The next AGA Newsletter will look into what physical attributes does Europe have
that would promote its development. (Note: This information is, of course, over simplified and draws very broad, general
conclusions. Google any of these topics/ideas to find more in-depth information if interested)
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